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tho part played by llio kidneys alone. They do not believe that the source 
of tho poison Is principally in the kidney. They call attention to the fact 
that hitherto our study has lain In the effort to ascertain the quantity of 
poison in tho blood nnd urine. They believe it to be quite probable that 
the substances causing eclampsia do not appear in the urine ns poisonB, but 
that they are analogous to aromatic ethereal sulphates, which may be formed 
and decomposed in tho body without appearing distinctly in tho- urine. 
Theso substances, if existing in the blood, might easily produce an efftet at 
the centre of least resistance, which in pregnancy is often tho nervous 
system. Futuro study will Ho in tho direction of an effort to extract from 
the important central organs of tho body substances capable of producing 
irritation. 
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Insufflation of the (Esophagus as a Moans of Differential Diagnosis.— 
Du. 0, D. Si’lVAK, of Denver, states [New York MtiUml Journal, August 11, 
1001) tlint spasm of the (esophagus can bo more readily diagnosed by insuffla¬ 
tion than by tho introduction of bougies, while the diverticulum In the 
upper third of tho (esophagus can bo recognized by inspection externally, os 
it will fill with air and present as a tumor in tho cervical region. Further¬ 
more, insuflUtton will indicate a differential diagnosis between diverticulum 
nud dilatation of the (esophagus; for In the latter tho air will pass freely 
into the stomach, while in tho former tho calibre of tho oesophagus will bo 
obstructed by tho air which fills up tho diverticulum. 

In a case under Dr. Bpivak’s observation tho air invariably forced the 
tube out of tho (esophagus. 

Foreign Body in the (Esophagus,—Dn. Rubskll 8. Fowi.br, of New 
York, reports [Me<(ical Newt, September 14, 1901) a caso of an impacted 
ponny in the cesoplingus of a female child, two years nnd two months old. 
A Itontgen ray picture showed the penny hanging vertically in the oesoph¬ 
agus at the level of tho sternal notch. Under the guidance of tho fluoro- 
scope a coln-catcbcr was passed beyond the coin and withdrawn with Us 
imprisoned penny. 

Ulcero-membranous Staphylltifl.—In 1a Parole of March, 1902, Dra. 
Armand Simkdky and Charles Mantoux record a caso of ulcero-mem* 
branous s aphylilis with fusiform bacilli nnd splrilli of Vincent, following a 
stomatitis of the lower jaw of tho same character. The tonsils and the pala- 
tino arches wero not involved. Tho patient, too, bad albuminuria, which 
was attributed to tho precedent stomatitis. Tho parasitic diseaso of two 
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months’ duration was controlled in about eight days by applications of 
mcthylcno blue. 

In the same journal Dr. Emil Meyer, of New York, presents a similar 
paper upon affections of tho mouth and throat associated with tho fusiform 
bacilli and tho spirilll of Vincent, reporting one case in which tho dlseaso 
occupied tho tonsils and a portion of tho uvula. Furthermore, l’rof. 
Simonin, of Val-de-Gr&cc, communicates a paper upon 11 Complications of 
tho Sore Throat of Vincent and Their Pathogeny,” illustrated by eight cases. 

Primary Tuberculosis of the Pharynx and Larynx.— Dr. J. W. Qleitb* 
Mann, of New York, reports ( Journal of Tuberculosis, April, 1001) two cases 
cured, both in women, aged thirty-eight years. Thoy wero cured by per¬ 
sistent surgical procedure, chiefly curetting and lactic acid frictions. 

Infectious Pharyngitis.-DR, Philip Kino IJnowN, of 8an Francisco, 
Cal, records (American Medicine, April 19,1902) a fatal case of acute primary 
Infectious pharyngitis, with oxtremo leukopenia, in a married woman twenty- 
nino years of ago, which proved fatal suddenly on tho seventh day from 
oedema of the glottis with very acuto onset* During tho progress of tho 
diseaso thero lmd been a steady dccrcaso in the number of leucocytes, which 
became so few on tho seventh day of tho diseaso that a fair cstlmato of tho 
total number could not bo made. The dccrcaso in red cells was Blight. 

Dr. Brown reproduces in brief four similar cases reported by Senator in 
1888 , in which death took place suddenly on tho fourth, sixth, and tenth days, 
respectively. 

Tonsillar and Peritonsillar Suppuration. -In a paper read under this 
titlo beforo the American Ithinological, Otological, and Laryngoiogical So¬ 
ciety (American Medicine, April 19, 1902) by Dr. Henry J. IIartz, of 
Detroit, Mich., the author mentions, among other things, that tho peri¬ 
tonsillar abscesses that have come under bis observation havo all exhibited 
an extraordinary if not abnormal development of tho plica triangularis. Ho 
likewbo calls attention to recurrent abscesses duo to obstructions of tho chan¬ 
nels of dralnngo in tho tonsillar region, which may bo so firm as to forco tho 
purulent products Into tho pharyngomaxillary Bpnco, and thus prolong tho 
suppurrttivo process. 

Acute Gout of the Pharynx.—Dns. M. Lbrmoybz and G. Gabne con¬ 
tribute an excellent article on this subject (Annales de* Maladies de l 1 Oreille, 
du Larynx, etc., May, 1902), in discussing a case under their own earo in 
which, nficr several days continuance, sudden violent sore-throat, with local 
inflammation simulating peritonsillar abscess, suddenly subsided into a first 
attack of typical gout in tho great too of tho oppositoblde, 

According to tho authors, tho manifestations of truo gout can bo discrim¬ 
inated from poriamygdalitls—first, by their sudden onset, acuto evolution, 
and instantaneous subsidence; second, by violent fever; third, by intense 
local pain, altogether disproportionate to tho lesion apparent; fourth, by tho 
tendency of tho inflammation to extend to all portions of tho pharynx; fifth, 
by tho fluxlonary character of tho lesions, which give tho throat a aombre-red 



